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Webinar

ÅWelcome 
ÅJoe Aiello, National Field Coordinator, Rail Passengers

ÅFeatured Presentation
ÅDave Strohmaier, Chairman, Big Sky Passenger Rail Authority

ÅJim Mathews, President & CEO, Rail Passengers 

ÅQ&A

ÅA look ahead to RailNation:DC



Passenger Rail Under 
the Big Sky & Beyond
Dave Strohmaier, Chairman

Big Sky Passenger Rail Authority 







Passenger Rail Service through Southern Montana 
ended 42 years ago, and with it, tremendous 

economic, sustainability, and equity opportunities.

WHY WE EXIST



Simply trying the same thing and expecting different 
results will likely yield the same results

AND . . .



To Further The Health, Safety, And Economic Prosperity 
Of The Region By Advocating For Rail As Public 

Transportation Option. 

OUR MISSION



NATIONAL NETWORK: AN OPPORTUNITY FOR REVITALIZATION



NATIONAL NETWORK: AN OPPORTUNITY FOR REVITALIZATION

PEOPLE LIVE HERE!



MILESTONES

ADOPTED FIRST BUDGET

FIRST IN-PERSON MEETING 
AUGUST

2021
BOARD CONVENED JANUARY

ESTABLISHED NOVEMBER 2020

HELPED PASS KEY LEGISLATION



12 FOUNDING MEMBER COUNTIES



MONTANA: EXISTING & BSPRA PROPOSED LINES



THE BOZEMAN DESTINATION
Up and Coming Brewery Historic District Nearby
Station Infrastructure Ready to be Rehabilitated
Less than One Mile to Downtown
Commute to Work
Vibrant Technology and Financial Sector
STREAMLINE Bus Service Around Bozeman
Watch A Concert and Stay the Night

Brewery
Historic 
District

Train Depot

Downtown



THE LIVINGSTON DESTINATION
Vibrant Downtown
Station Infrastructure Established
Easy to Stroll
Eat and Drink
Art Galleries
Go Shopping
Spend an Afternoon or a Night

Livingston

Train Depot



Annual Economic Return to U.S.

$271 million

Annual Economic Return to Montana

$44.6 million

Annual Ridership of 426,000

PROJECTED START-UP RETURNS FOR THE NORTH COAST HIAWATHA 



Interstate cooperation & collaboration is critical 

GREATER NORTHWEST PASSENGER RAIL COALITION



IN THE NEWS



Work with members of Congress, USDOT,  FRA, 
Amtrak, and host railroads to implement to restore 
the North Coast Hiawatha

Implement

Utilize provisions of the IIJA to study and plan for 
passenger rail expansion

IIJA

Urge the secretary of transportation to form a 
Greater Northwest Working Group

Create

Continue collaboration with partners throughout 
the region

Collaborate

NEXT STEPS FOR BSPRA



Passenger rail is bipartisan. We can do this!
Stay 

Positive

Is there statutory authority to establish a regional 
rail authority/commission?

Authority

Cross boundary, multi-jurisdictional, regionally, 
nationally, and internationally

Think Big

5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŘŜǘŜǊǊŜŘ ōȅ ǊŜŎŀƭŎƛǘǊŀƴǘ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƻǊǎΣ Ƨǳǎǘ-
say-no bureaucrats, and well-meaning but circular 
firing squad passenger rail advocates!

Stay 
Focused

THE POWER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT



www.bigskyrail.org

BIG SKY PASSENGER RAIL AUTHORITY


